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Ocean Awareness Days 2005

Contact – Cindi Perry (410) 576-8723 or

Jennifer Dittmar (410) 986-2377
Thank you for participating in Ocean Awareness Days 2005. As we continue to grow each year, your involvement ensures the success of the weeks’ events, helping to reach our shared goal of promoting stewardship of the marine environment. We are looking forward to working with each of you, and to a great week.
Project Objectives and Summary

Objectives

· To provide hands-on learning and awareness by providing public involvement on conservation issues.
· Educate visitors and residents of coastal communities to the Aquarium’s mission and worthiness.

· Involve community volunteers in the population assessment of Intercoastal migratory stock of bottlenose dolphins.
Summary

Since its inception in 1991, the Marine Animal Rescue Program (MARP) at the National Aquarium in Baltimore (Aquarium) has been responsible for the rescue, rehabilitation, and release of marine mammals and sea turtles that strand in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware.  In order to respond to such events on the coast, MARP relies on teams in Delaware and Ocean City, MD for help in responding to strandings in those areas.  In addition to rescue and rehabilitation, MARP strives to educate the public on conservation issues and the overall health of the marine environment.  To this effort, MARP has created Ocean Awareness Days.  The goal of Ocean Awareness Days is to provide the public with the opportunity to become involved in the conservation of their marine environment.  Events such as the beach sweeps and dolphin count give them first-hand experiential learning, while the exhibits provide hands-on, interactive learning.  In doing all of this, we uphold the Aquarium motto, “By connecting people to aquatic life, we make a better world for both.”

Project Description

Ocean Awareness Days is made up of a series of events taking place along the coastlines of Ocean City, Maryland, and Rehoboth, Lewes, Dewey and Bethany beaches in Delaware.  
Ocean Awareness Days: a history

In July of 2001, the Marine Animal Rescue Program of the National Aquarium in Baltimore created and implemented an outreach event under the name of Marine Mammal Awareness, in the form of a symposium at the Convention Center in the town of Ocean City.  It consisted of local and regional scientists and conservationists who gave short lectures on their particular aspect of ocean health.  A small display table of artifacts was also set up for viewing.  This symposium was modestly attended and lasted for one day.  The following year, the name of the outreach event was changed to Ocean Awareness Day to encompass the entirety of the many facets that affect ocean health.  A small panel of volunteers was assembled to devise ways to expand upon the first symposium.  The result was a larger area of displays and a small children’s activity corner, in conjunction with the talks.  The symposium was then directly followed by an outreach event at Seacrets, Jamaica USA Bar and Grille, incorporating kids’ displays, a treasure hunt, face painting and marine animal fact trivia for the adults.


The encouraging results from the first two years of these outreach events in Ocean City instilled the motivation to expand Ocean Awareness Day to include five days of outreach interaction, and change the name to its present and final title, Ocean Awareness Days (OAD).  A select committee has spent months in preparation for this event, expanding it once again to include the state of Delaware.  The plan for this year is to continue to “help people discover that they can have fun on the beach and in the water while still being stewards of Ocean Health”.  

Schedule of Events
The following is the daily schedule of events. Your organization is listed under the date and event that you have signed up for. Please arrive at your venue by the designated set-up time. There will be representatives from the Aquarium at each venue to direct and assist you in setting up your display. Please remember that all venues are outdoors, be prepared to secure display items that may blow away.
Monday, July 25 
 “Reaching the Beach” Beach Sweeps    

Set-up time:  9:30am 

Break down time: 3:00 pm

Locations: 
· Salisbury Zoo – Castle in the Sand Hotel, 37th street Ocean City

· OC Surfrider – Clarion Hotel, 101st street Ocean City
Tuesday, July 26 

 “Reaching the Beach” Beach Sweeps    

Set-up time:  9:30am 

Break down time: 3:00 pm

Locations: 
· MD DNR / COL – Castle in the Sand Hotel, 37th street Ocean City

· Salisbury Zoo – Holiday Inn Oceanfront, 67th street Ocean City

· Calvert Marine Museum – Clarion Hotel, 101st street Ocean City
Wednesday, July 27 

“Ocean Health Fair”

Set up time:  8:30 am

Break down time: 3:00pm

Location:  Cape Henlopen State Park (fishing pier)
Exhibitors:

· Aquarium Conservation Team

· America’s Clean Water Foundation

· Assateague National Seashore

· Delaware Center for Inland Bays

· DNREC Natural Areas Management

· DNREC Shoreline and Waterway Management

· Delaware Seashore Preservation

· MERR Institute

· NOAA Acoustics Program

· NOAA Office of Law Enforcement

· Salisbury Zoo

· USCG Auxiliary

· Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium

Thursday, July 28 – 

 “Reaching the Beach” Beach Sweeps    

Set-up time:  9:30am 

Break down time: 3:00 pm

Locations:
· OC Surfrider– Castle in the Sand Hotel, 37th street Ocean City

· Marine Fish Conservation – Holiday Inn Oceanfront, 67th street Ocean City

· Salisbury Zoo – Clarion Hotel, 101st street Ocean City

· DNREC Shoreline and Waterway Management – Bethany Beach Boardwalk Stage
We will be celebrating the weeks’ events Friday night at Seacrets Bar and Grille (49th street Bayside Ocean City), all are welcome. Family friendly activities from 3pm to 5pm, and adults only 5pm to close. We hope to see you there. 
Travel and Daily Logistics
Directions:

Directions to venues are listed beginning on page 7 of this document.
Parking:  
Ocean City Beach Sweeps Exhibitors- If there are several members from your organization participating, please make every effort to carpool. Please park at the hotel to unload your exhibit and ask an Aquarium representative about parking. You may be required to find street parking after unloading.
Delaware Beach Sweep Exhibitors – Only street parking is available in Delaware.

Ocean Health Fair Exhibitors – Parking will be in the overflow lot to your right before you turn onto the road leading to the Fishing Pier (see directions to Cape Henlopen on page 10). You can pull into the fishing pier parking lot to unload your exhibit items, but will need to park in the overflow parking area.
Rain Plan:
Beach Sweep Exhibitors:
· Castle in the Sand Hotel, 37th street Ocean City – report to Ocean City Factory Outlets, Corner of Route 50 and Golf Course Rd (west Ocean City)
· We will set-up a table in front of Carter’s, as well as roaming the sidewalks with artifacts and interacting with shoppers
· Holiday Inn Oceanfront, 67th street Ocean City – hotel will provide indoor/covered exhibit space.

· Clarion Hotel, 101st street Ocean City - – hotel will provide indoor/covered exhibit space.

· Bethany Beach Boardwalk Stage – report to the Bethany Beach Convention Center (in the Town Hall) at the corner of Route 1 and Route 29.
Cape Henlopen Exhibitors:
· This event is rain or shine. There is a small pavilion that will provide limited cover.
Meals:

Lunches will be provided (some locations will have food donated by venues; otherwise coolers will be packed and brought to the venues).

Safety

Safety is paramount. The team has developed a safety plan for the program. Please see an Aquarium representative for any safety concerns. Be aware these are outdoor venues, we encourage the use of sunscreen, and keeping well-hydrated. *If you are not feeling well, either during an event, or after, please inform an Aquarium representative  immediately and seek out help*  
Contacts
NAIB Staff: office numbers are included for questions before the event.  Cell or pager numbers should be used during the event.

David Schofield
410-576-1098 (office), 410-408-6633 (pager), 443-604-6597 (cell)

Cindi Perry

410-576-8723 (office), 410-373-0083 (pager), 443-850-8499 (cell)

Jenn Dittmar

410-986-2377 (office), 410-475-9510 (pager), 570-337-9154 (cell)

Hillary Bates 
410-576-3860 (office), 410-812-1332 (cell) –Media Relations Contact will be in OC Thursday and Friday only

Project Partnership
The National Aquarium in Baltimore is working with the following organizations to help ensure the success of this event:

	Mayor and City Council of the 

Town of Ocean City
	Seacrets Jamaica USA



	Mayor and City Council of the 

Town of Bethany Beach
	Ocean City Beach Patrol



	Mayor and City Council of the 

City of Rehoboth Beach
	Dewey Beach Patrol

	Mayor and City Council of the 

Town of Dewey Beach
	Ocean City Convention Center

	Mayor and City Council of the 

City of Lewes
	Great Scott Productions

	US Coast Guard Station Ocean City
	WQMR 

	US Coast Guard Air Station Atlantic City
	America’s Clean Water Foundation


	US Coast Guard Station Indian River
	Ocean City MARP Team

	US Coast Guard group Eastern Shore
	Salisbury Zoo

	Cape Henlopen State Park
	Clarion Hotel 

	Assateague Island National Seashore
	Holiday Inn Oceanfront

	Assateague State Park
	OC Surfrider

	NOAA Fisheries Office of Law Enforcement (OLE)

	Aquarium Conservation Team


	National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

	Communications Department of Ocean City

	DNREC Natural Areas Management
	



	MD Department of Natural Resources
	MD Coastal Bays

	MERR Institute, Inc.
	Connections at Stephen Decatur High School

	Delaware Seashore Preservation
	Striper Bites

	DNREC Shoreline and Waterway Management Section
	Castle in the Sand Hotel and Coconuts Grill

	Marine Fish Conservation Network
	Sam’s Club

	Dumser’s Drive-In 49th Street
	Food Lion

	Delaware Center for Inland Bays
	Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium

	Wal-Mart
	H&S Bakery

	Calvert Marine Museum
	WBAL

	Town of Ocean City
	Ocean City Factory Outlets


Directions
Ocean City Beach Sweeps Exhibitors
Directions to Castle in the Sands Hotel 

(37th Street, Ocean City, MD 21842):

· Take US-50 East 

· Take US-50 straight into Ocean City, turn LEFT onto Coastal Highway (SR 528)

· Turn RIGHT onto 37th St. and hotel is on the left

· TOLL COSTS: $2.50 for Bay Bridge
Directions to Holiday Inn Oceanfront 

(67th Street, Ocean City, MD 21842):

· Take US-50 East 

· Take US-50 straight into Ocean City, turn LEFT onto Coastal Highway (SR 528)

· The hotel is on 67th street – you can turn right off Coastal Highway into the parking lot.

· TOLL COSTS: $2.50 for Bay Bridge

Directions to Clarion Hotel 

(101st Street, Ocean City, MD 21842):

· Take US-50 East 

· Take US-50 straight into Ocean City, turn LEFT onto Coastal Highway (SR 528)

· The hotel is on 101st street – you can turn right off Coastal Highway into the parking lot.

· TOLL COSTS: $2.50 for Bay Bridge
Delaware Beach Sweeps Exhibitors
Directions to Bethany Beach Stage: 

(Bethany Beach Boardwalk)
· Take US-50 East

· 404 E

· Continue East on SR-18/SR-404

· Turn RIGHT onto US-113 S (N. Dupont Highway)

· Turn LEFT onto SR-20 NE (Handy Road)

· Continue East on SR-26 (Vines Creek Road)

· At the dead-end you’ll arrive at the Bethany Beach Boardwalk (look for Totem pole)

· TOLL COSTS: $5.00
· Rain Location for DE exhibitors
· Bethany Beach Convention Center – In City Hall- located at corner of route 1 and route 26.
Ocean Health Fair Exhibitors
Directions to Cape Henlopen State Park 

(42 Cape Henlopen Drive, Lewes, DE 19958):
· Take US-50 East

· 404 E

· Continue East on 404/18

· Turn RIGHT onto US-9 (the Circle)

· Continue North on US-9/US-404

· Bear LEFT onto US-9/SR-23

· Look for signs for Cape Henlopen State Park

· Bear Left after the park fee booth (the attendant will have a list of exhibitor sso there will not be a fee to enter the park)
· Left at dead end

· Bear to Right 

· Look for sign to fishing pier – follow around curve

· Left onto the fishing pier road – (Before making the turn, there is a parking lot on your right – this is where you will park for the event)
· Left at Y in road (This will take you to the fishing pier to set up your exhibit)
· TOLL COSTS: $5.00
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