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“Just two years ago, | was walking along this beach,
and | realized that here in Southern California there
ware millions of people who wanted to go to the beach,
and that when you go by Santa Monica, Long Beach,
or any of the other great beaches that | used to go to
as a youngster, that:they are just too crowded these
days, and there is a great need for more beaches
where people can go. _
“Consequently, | checked and found, and with the

cooperation of the Marine Corps, that they did not
need the total of 18 miles of beach which they pres-
ently occupy. So we have worked out that this six
mites will be declared excess, and that in the future,
millions of particuarly young people in California, and
clder ones as well, who enjoy the beach will have
greater access to the property, which has been closed
since World War || when the Marine Corps took it over,

for obvious reasons.”  _ Rjchard Milhouse Nixon

THE TRESTLES, CHURCH, AND SAN ONOFRE
TO BE ADDED TO THE NEW STATE PARK

ln a sudden and unexpected move, President Nixon has added the Trestles as well as the San Onofre private
beach club area to the new State Park. Only problem is, the state doesn't have the money to open the new areas.

STATE PARK
POLITICS:
THE PUBLIC |

INTEREST CAME |

Politics, not the public in_.terest.
played the largest role in the cre-

ation of the new San Onofre;

Bluffs State Beach.

An often-bitter struggie involv-.

ing the highest levels of govern-
ment has swirled around the iong
stretch of virgin beach.

Caught up in the battlq have’

been Prasident Nixon, Governor
Ronald Reagan, Congressmen
Alphonzo Ball and John Schmitz,
and high-ranking military! brass
from the Marine Corps and the
Pentagon.

The new state park wasa hid-
den issue in last fall's contentious
political campaign betwean Sen-
ator John Tunney and the man
he dumped from cffice, George
Murphy. ) k

Even one day before thg park

 dedication ceremony, there was

political in-fighting going on.

The story of the political ma-
neuvering behind San Onofre
Blutfs State Beach is an instruc-
tive lesson in the workings:of our
government.

The first spark for a public
beach on Camp Pendietort came
in the 1950's from the growing
surfing fraternity. There are
several good surf spots alohg the
north coastiine of the sprawling

Marine base. Surfers naturally
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ibell af the 1 2 back in the good
sneaked onto the base to ride the
waves.

The Marinas, jiving up to their
hard-nosed image, attempted to
arrest the surfers for trespass, a
felony an military property. Over

_the years, hundreds-were nabbed

by Marine patrols; thousands
more, however, etuded capture,
usually by paddling out into the
surf and teaving angry and frus-
trated soldiers standing on the
ghore,

It became the Marine Corps’
private little war.

A tremendous antagonism de-
veloped between the surfers and
the Marines, especially at the
Trestles beach, just south of the
Waestern White House, where
probably some of the best sum-
mer waves in California roll in
over rocky reefs. -

oF days. Photo: Severson.

-] ment or public, to turn even one
4 acre to non-military use.

As the sport of surfing boomed
in the 1980°'s, public pressures
to open the Tresties beach in-
creased. By 1968, the state parks
department obtained a tentative
agresment from the Marines to
give up the Trestles beach {so
named because of the raliroad
trestles crossing San Mateo
Creek).

But President Nixon moved in
next door. The Secret Sarvice
decread that there could be no
public beach so near. The Ma-
rines, still unable to drive out the
invading surfers, were happy to
et the Secret Service agenls
tackle the task.

Pregsident Nixon was at first
unaware that his presence had
cancelled a new park. When the
situation was disclosed in .Jan-
uary. 1870, he orgered aides to

try to find a replacemant site on
Camp Pendieton. From that point
on, the state park became a fast-
moving politica! foothali.

The Marine Corps adamantly
opposed giving up any other
stretch of their 18-mile coastline.
Sinke the 125.000-acre training
base was created from ranchianJ
in 1941, the Marines have stoutly
defendead any attempl, by govern-

Even the Atomic Energy Com-
missibn. a federal agency that
swings considerable weight,
could not persuade the Marines
to give up the site for the San
Onofre Nuctear Generating Sta-
tion untit Congress passed an act
specifically taking the coastline
property.

. Presidential aides. accustomad
10 wielding the influence of the
office, were at first optimistic
about getting quick Marine Corps
action to open up another stretch
of beach for a park. They an-
nounced the Marineg Corps had
agreed to give up 1.5 miles of
coast. The Marines, however, had
different ideas.

Four months later, in May, the
state had progressed nowhere in
trving to negotiate a lease. The
Marines were digging in their
heels.

In the meantime, Los Angeles
Congressman Alphonzo Bell
entered the picture. He helped
take over the 35th District duties
of Rep. James Utt, who died sud-
denly in February, 1970.

a3

h3 VI o7 "wT OoOnNAZ /7T /00




- BeHl, whose own congre

mites ot coastline in Santa Monica:

Btystteu:hmgirom Palos Verdes B
to- Malibu. was understandably |

interssted in the prospectivie now
public beach. His own bdaches
wergtremendously overcrawded,
and this new area could h@lp re-
ligve the pressure.

His inquiries to the Marine
Corps in Washington were re-
buffed. Bell took up the chalfenge.

Prasident Nixon returr}ed to
San Clemente last May for
stay. At that time, daputy White
House press secretary
Warren assured that “the declsmn

toopen thebeachup to thepubhc |

nas been made.”
The Marines hadn't raachad

that decision, however. THey re-.

| tused to allow pianners frdm the

state parks department to; enter’

Camp Pendleton to inspect the

beach that the White House had |

ordered opened. }
At the same time, for rgasons
stilt ynclear, the Marines qﬁve the

‘| san Cnofre Surfing Club, aIFgroup .

| of onetiousand private citizens,
an‘saditional 1,000 feet oflbeach
to tack onto the 2,500 they
already had north of the nuclaar
plant.

The club, described by Rep.
Bell as a private spa for "a small
group of Marine brass and social-
ly prominent Californiand,” has

operated with an exclusive no-.

cost jease on the Camp Pendle-
ton beach for more than 23 years.

Membership is closed except 10

the one thousand. many of whom

are very influential, as we shal!-

see. -

COtis Chandier, pubhsher of the
Los Angeles Times, which owns
the Costa Mesa Daiiy Pilt, is a

powerful member. His news-

papers, with more than 1,000,000
‘daily circulation, have never ex-
plained the axistence of the San
Onofre ‘Surfing Club on the
tederal instaliation,, !
| By July of last year, thé nego-
tiations between the state gnd the
Marinegs -had collapsad. The Ma-
rines were insisting the lease pro-
vide that the state would have to

abandon the beach as soon as |

‘President Nixon left offick. With
| that prospect, the staté copid nat
have eommitied- any caq;lal in-
| vestment to the park. The state
aisq.asked for more beach]:a total

jonat
digtrict includes more than 60 .

 short

erald -

Sackground i3
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When President Nixon again
returned to the Western White
House in late July, the Marines
were.pressured, but only be-
grudgingly, into agreeing to a 25-
year lease. Bul they balked at
giving.up any more than the nar-
row 1.5 miles of sand immediately
south of the nuclear plant. The
state said it was infeasible lo de-
velop such a small park.

8y mid-summer, the political
campaign for the November gen-
eral election was in full swing.
On the evening of July 27, both
Governor Aeagan and Senator
Murphy arrived at the Nixon
home for dinner and potitical
strategy.

The Republican governor and
the senator both pressed. Mr.
Nixon, over the dinner tabie, to
aid in the park struggle. It would
be an ideal vote-getting issue for
George Murphy, who was locked
in & tight and bitter campaign with
John Tunney.

The .President agreed, and
asked -Roagan to send him a
reponri on the status of the nego-

tiations,; with recommendations.

by way of Murphy.
Reagan instructed the state

parks dapmenl to_ channel all

1o hide his board
fungle—until someone zet the
fungle on fire, Phota: Rich Sifon.

future developments on the San
Onofre park to Murphy. who
would make the politically pop-
ular announcemants.

(But in the ensuing weeks,
Murphy's campaign staff failed to
take advantage of theé plan. Con-
gressman Beli, with a personal
interest in the affair, did the real
work).

By the end of August, after a
Republican poll showed Murphy
falling behind Tunney, the Rea-
gan camp, which had stepped in
to bolster the sapging Murphy
campaign, prepared to launch the
senator into the public eye as
conservationist and beach lover.
He was to announce bold actions
to open the Camp Pendleton
beach.

John Tunney's campaign strat-
egists caught wind of the plan,
however. The day before the
Murphy beach campaign was to
begin, Tunney, speaking in San
Francisco, warned that he would
challenge Murphy's role and ex-
pose the play. 1t was Alphonzo
Bell, not Murphy, who had been
fighting for the park, Tunney said.

Murphy never uttered a word
ater Tunney's warnlng.

On August 18, with the Marines

‘4.5 miles.

-‘of part of this land tor a pri-

N club.”

Jameas Arness, is a club member

steadfastly refusing the state's
request for the 4.5 milas of beach
sauth of the nuclear plant, the
parks department decided 1o
offer a compromise proposal —

Alphonzo Bell called a press
conference in Los Angeles that
day. Seeking action, he prodded
the Marine Corps before the tale-
vision cameras:

“The thought that the prime
beach frontage at Camp Pendle-
ton should be fenced off to the
public so that the Marines can
use the land for manguvars a few
days each year — if that —
prepostarous,” he exclaimed.

“This situation is even more in-
furiating when it is realized that
the Marines have authorized use

vate, closed-membaearship, surfing

Boll's barbed comments sent
the San Onolre Surfing Club and
its influentiai members running
for cover. Thay realized thair
privileged position was untenable
undar public scrutiny.

But }ust six days later. on
August 25, the surfing club at-
tempted an adroit political move
to save their necks: anlist Pres-
ident Nixon on their side.

Selected for the task was one
of Mr. Nixon's top poiitical
backers, Robert Mardian of Pasa-
dena. Ha ig a staunch member of
the San Onofre Surfing Club and
keeps 2 summer home in nearby
San Clemente.

Mardian, a conservative lawyer,
was sarving at the time as direc-
tor of the President's Cabinst
Committee on Education. He now
heads the internal security office
under Justice Depanrnant Chief
John Mitchell.

Mardian used his influence in
the Nixon Administration to per-
syade top presidential aide H. R.
Haldeman that it would be a gocd
local community relations move
for Mr. Nixon to accept an
honorary membership 1o the surf-
ing club.

So on the afternoon of last
August 25, President Nixon:duti-
tfully emerged {rom his otfice inta
the bright summer sun to greet
a contingent of surfers from the
club. Mardian, smiling happily.
was there. So was Rolf Aurness,
newiy crowned world surfing
champion, whosa [father, actor
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| and bas a summer home }uSt one

block from the Western Whne '

House.

Mr.Nixan shook hands wntn the '

sirters, had his picture taken with
them, and accepfeda plaque mak-
ing him’ art honorary mernber of

the exclusive club. He was also',
ould,
rps.
sentries at Camp Pendielon He

givena. window decal that ¥
get him past the. Marine

went away thinking he had chglk-

Ied up a few paoints wath hls;

ngighbors. - -

- Butthe, publn:: reaction was notr;_
; mknd. parhcularlv beca tha*
‘ hmorary memberships were;
mﬂedless than a week’ after.|

‘Rep. Bell had blasted the {small
Qmudeannebraas andsmally
‘Areminent Galifornians.” |

The President. who had; been
ynaware of the controversy'l soon
received angry letters from area
residents, criticizing his | ep-
tance of the ¢lub m rship.
The surfing club’s ‘boid m ve to
¢loak itself in the presidential
mantie ultimately backlireq.

At the same time, hundrpds of
lettgrs were pguring inio the
Western White House from surt-
ers throughout the-U. 5. i They
were reacting fo an Bdltd‘lal in
SURFER Magazme repornnq the
Marine Corps’ refusal to opln the
San Onofre beach, and the hy-
pocrisy of the private surfing club.

SURFER urgedreaderstp write .

the President and tell him! “what
it's like’ not te have a piace to
suAd." That's what hundrﬁds of
surfers wrote 1o Mr. Naxon as
well as Secretary of Dafense
Melvin Laird.

Alongside this public pressure,
Bell Iaunched a quiet c&rhpaign
n Washmgton He enluste;i most
of the'California congressmen in
support. Most |mportantly, Bell
}persuaded {os Angeies Rep.
Chet Holitield to join thel. battle

ggainst the- Marine Corps Hoti-
field. a Pemocrat, heldl great:

power as chairmas of thp sub-~
committee on military operations
ol the House commitiee dn gov-
ernment operations. ;

In early September, H'olmeld
agreed privately to hold an: oﬂnclal
Congressional lnvasligatubn into
the Marine Corgs’ obstmance

Qn Septéember 11, BPII an-
nounced he was calling [or the
|nvest|qat|0n and pubhc hﬁanngs
{*Neither.the Marines nor the

Detanse Dépar;ment have ap-

Pcrfa;t { hwdl - 1. Jorhidden fruit. Phote: chnm

peared suf_flcngntly responsive on
this issus,” he stated.

Only a public hearing on the

iong negotiations could "put
enoygh public focus on the Ma-
rines” position to bring about a
solution acceptable to the state
and people of Cal?form’a " Bell
said.

Bell s offensive sent shock
waves through Camp Pendlaton,
and the Pentagon, and even into
the White House.

" The Marines and the military
buroaucrats definitely did not
want fo answer questions from
angry congressmen. And the
White House did not want Pres-
idant Nixon dragged into the fray.

The phone lines between Camp
Pendieton and the Pentagon be-
gan burning afigr Beli's state-

1ment. A strong dl(echve came
., | from the White House, orgdering

the Marines 1o come up with a
pian acceptable fo the state.

At that moment to his misfor-
tune, newly elected Congress-
man Johp Schmitz jumped into
ttie controversy. He had bean

elected in June to serve the |

remainger of James Utt's term.
Shonly after Schmitz 100k office,
Bell who had been handling
some of the affairs of the 35th
Disrict after Utt's death. con-
tacted Schmitz and offered 1o let
$chmitz take over the battie for
the Marine beagh.

But Sghmitz unaccountably
told Bell to continue pursuing the

-issue. That was in June.

in-late August, when the beach
controversy was fast and furlous

_Schmstz decided he wanted to

B

take over handlmg the issue. Bell
however, told Schmitz that It was
too fate. Bell refusedto $1@p back.

Schmitz, who happens to be a
Lt. Colone! inthe Marine Corps
Reserve, was infuriated by Bell's
refusal. On September 16, he
firad a blast gt Bell. charging him
with "grandstanding interfer-
ence” in the affairs of the 35th
District.

Schmitz claimed the fight to

open tha Pendleton beaches was
“anti-military”. He opposed the
state park at San Onofre.
' Bell responded enthusiasti-
cally, accusing Schmitz’ of mis-
stating the facts. He said Schmitz’
"long training in the John Birch
Society ¢learly is serving him
wall.”

The Orange County congress-
manwas apparently unaware that
the White Houss had entored the
issue. The next day, September
17, the mllltary caved in and
agreed to give up 3.5 miles ot
beach. The Marines stated they
did not need that stretch of beach
for training.’

That le#t Schmitz standing
aione and embarrassed.

Commaeanted Bell: “The (Ma-
rines’) announcement is particu-
larly gratifying in view of the

charges yesterday by Congress-

man Schmitz that my involvement
in this issue was ‘'making & solu-
tion more gifficuly.’””

The political in-fighting did not
stop in September. Governor
Reagan's oﬂico wherg 8gll is
regarded as a too-ltberal" Re-
publican, has dowedly tried 'to
keep Beli from taking any credit

for the new state park.

Reapan's cffice, in fact, aimost
succeeded in keeping Bell from
speaking at the park’s dedication.

Last year a group of wealthy
and conservative hackers of Gov-
ernor Reagan attempted to dump
Bell from his Los Angeles con-
grassional seat.- Ojlman Henry
Salvatori. head of Reagan's
“Kitchen Cabinet,” and Patrick
Frawley, chairman of Technicolor
and Schick, backed ultra-con-
servative attorney John La-
Follefte in a Republican primary
bid against Bel|.

LaFollette’s $200.000 attempt
failed in June. Frawley was fur-
ther angered in the fall senatorial
campaign when Bell stole the
spotlight from Senator George
Murphy. One of the great issues
of the Murphy—Tunney battle was
Murphy's generous “consulting”
contract with Frawleys Techni-
color.

Governor Reagan, ironically,
was a strong backer of Alphonzo
Bell when Bell first ran.for Con-
gressin 1960. In fact, Reagan was
a Democtat then and headed- a
grqup called “Democrats for
Alphonzo Bell.” The governor's
home, in tha Santa Monica Moun-
tains, lies within Bell's district.

The Marine Corps, while bow-
ing to the command of the White
House, was stlll fuming over the
toss of their beach. On October 1,
the Marines renewed the annual
lease for the 3.500 feet of beach
used by the San Onofre’ Surling
Club.

State parks planners attempt-
ing to survey the 3.5-mile beach _
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were frequently barr :from get-
ting onta the base. T Marines
pointed out that the
had not been closed. That fease
had been sent to W shington
from Sacramenio. It at on the
desk-of the Secretary of the Navy
for months, unsigned. |

Because the lease cdntract was

unsigned, the Manhe Corps

pulled a stunning mpve: they

demanded the state “¢ease and

desist” ali plans to oppen up the
parik for Easter. I
Theorderreponedly me from
Marine Carps Commandant Gen.
t.eonard Chapman. Carpp Pendie-
tori called thé state parks depart-
- ment in Sacramento or} the after-

noon of Marth 23 and instructed

the state to get off Camp Péndle-
ton untitthe lease agraement was
signed in Washington. ;

When President: Ni)hons staff
learned of the Marine'sivindictive
action at the Westewn White
House in late March, Tw came
down hard on the Marine com-
mand.

Brig. Gen. J. D. ’Hdghes. the
top military aide to Rresident
Nixon, reportedty issugld a strong
order countermandin‘ ‘the Ma-
rines’ sction. *

. Finally, the entire be;ch hassle
was laid in the lap of Presldem
Hixon and. his top aid

in & move that left lvaryone.,

Including. the wrangling politi-
cians and bureaucrats] astound-
ed. he decided to take away from
the Marines a total
of baach mcludmg the San
4 Tresties,
ch valley

Onofre Surfing Cliiban
and 3,400 acres of ¢

'D"ODG'TV m'ﬂﬂd

The state gets the 655 acres of
beach for the new San. Onofre

| Biuffs State Heach. The 3,400
acres will be open for use by all

public agencies.
Sointheend, itwas thé natlon’s

consurmhmata polmcnan Richard

M. Nixon, who stole the greater

1 shara of tha giory:

“Just two years dgo | was walk-

A ing along this beach,” Mr. Nixon
B explained,
) here in Southerri California thera
‘were mllllons of people who

“and | realized that

wanted 10 go to the beach...
—-Crmg Van Note

: -:SOME

POSSIBILITIES

L 4 Wlmam Pann Mott, Jr., State
Dlret:lor of Parks and Recreation,
has stated His desire to create a
syring. ‘Museum i conjunction
with the new $tate Park. "Wa in-
tend to implement our dream of

-developing a surfing museum, as

Welhasa maseum lo interpret the
ocean ecology and the tand
acalogy. This is one of the out-
standing surling areas in the
world, and we believe @ museum
interpreting the history of surfing
and the development of surfing
equipment will add an interesting
new timension to the potential
of this area.”

The existing Marine recreation
buildings just north of the San
Onofre beach club would really
be fine for such a museum. The
sport of surling would greatly
benefit by the creation of such a
place wherg the heritage and his-
tory of .surfing would be pre-
served and displayed.

« While ordering portions of.

Camp Pendleton reteased for
public use, President Nixon re-
marked:."! should point out that
thig. action, while it deals with
proparty very ¢iase to my home
in California, relates to the whole
Nation, but 1 should also point
out that what we. are doing here
has. triggered my tholghts with
ragard 10 activities throughout
the Nation, Over_half of the land,
for example, in the Western
States is owned By and controlled
by ihe Federat Government. This
is aparl from parklands. Thig is
tand which is used by and con-

nAan nnn

— .-

trolled by the Federal Govern-

-ment, and denied. to the public,

as far as their use is concerngd.”

Thqre are miany good waves on
mititary bases throughout tha
U.8.. not to mention ail-purpose
recreation lands. In California, Pt.
Magu and Vandenburg Air Force

Base come immeadiately to mind. .
it is time for us all to pick up the -

initiative and to congratulate and
urge the President to continue in
the diraction of openirig dormant
military lands to public use.

* Conservationists fear Nixon's
move may have adverse effecis:
“The Sierra Club and other Cal-
ifornia conservationists fear that

‘the 3,400 acres of hills and valleys

lying inland . from the Wastern

White House will become 2 'slick |

asphdlt playground.

"Real estate prometers have *

been eyding the choice ocean
view land for years and are now
manguvaring to acquire at least a
part of the 3.400 acres. At the
San Clemente City Hall it was
reported that at least a dozen
developers were prepared to
move in if neither the state nor
San Diego County takes the
entirg tract for recreational
development.

“The 6% mila beach was given
outright to the stale to be relained
in what Nixon called 'its naturat
virgin beauty,” but any part of the
3.400 acres not taken over by the
state or county will be sold
by.the government to private
intgrasts.

“Hopes of real estate proroters
were raised somewhsl by pres-
idential aide John Ehrlichman's
statement that it was doubtful that

either the state or county would

be able to take over all 3,400
acres. State park officials ac-
knowledged that budget limita-
tions on recreational davelop-
menf funds might prevent
acquisition of the entire tract.

“Orangé County, whose scuth-
ern boundary abuts the ceded
land, wants a large part of it for a
supersonic airport compléx—the
largast in the Wesl.

“San Diego County, in which
Camp Pendleton is situated, al-
ready has served warning that it
will tight to preserve the area
in its primitive gtale as a buf-
fer against L.os Angeias yrban
sprawl.”
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